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(&4) Signal equalizer. 



(§?) A signal equalizer (21-25) for equalizing a 
waveform of a digital data sequence includes a 
discriminator (23) for discriminating average 
measuement levels at plural frequencies of the 
digital data sequence, an error operating unit 
(35) for finding the ratio or difference between 
an equalizing target average level which corre- 
spond to the plural frequencies that has been 
found in advance and an average level obtained 
by the discriminator and a controller (24) for 
controlling an equalizing characteristic of the 
equalizer based on the error information 
obtained by the error operating unit. 
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The present invention relates to a signal equaliz- 
er which performs a waveform equalization for a dig- 
ital data sequence reproduced from a digital data re- 
cord medium, such as, an optical disc and a magnetic 
disc. 5 

A known apparatus for automatically equalizing 
waveforms of signals reproduced from record me- 
dium, for example optical discs, has been construct- 
ed, as shown in Figure 1. generally, in such record 
medium a specified data pattern sequence, a so-cal- 10 
led reference signal or a training signal, is recorded 
on a predetermined position thereof for use in the au- 
tomatic waveform equalization. 

Referring now to Figure 1, a reference signal is 
searched for by a reference signal searcher 11. The 15 
reference signal searched for by the reference signal 
search section 11 is extracted by a reference signal 
extractor 12, and then applied to an equalizer 1 3. The 
equalizer 13 performs a waveform equalization for 
the extracted reference signal and feeds the equal- 20 
ized signal to an output terminal 14. The equalized 
signal output from the equalizer 13 is also input to a 
determining signal generator 15. the determining sig- 
nal generator 15 generates error information by com- 
paring the waveform or frequency spectrum of the 25 
equalized signal from the equalizer 13 with a target 
characteristic signal of the so-called reference signal 
or training signal. This error information is input to a 
logic controller 1 6. The logic controller 1 6 controls the 
equalizing characteristic of the equalizer 13 so as to 30 
make the waveform or frequency spectrum charac- 
teristic of the equalizer 13 close to the target charac- 
teristic signal based on the error information. 5 The 
logic controller 16 also controls reproducing appara- 
tus for the search of the reference signal. 35 

As described above, the known waveform equal- 
ization system corrects the waveform equalization 
characteristic based on error information by trial re- 
production of a predetermined reference signal and 
then determining whether there is an error, i.e. a dif- 40 
ference from the target characteristic, or not. 

The known waveform equalization system is time 
inefficient, because it needs extra time for reproduc- 
ing the recorded signal and then for searching for ref- 
erence signals from the reproduced signals. Further, 45 
once having determined a waveform equalization 
characteristic, the characteristic is maintained until 
the reproduction of one disc terminates. It would be 
better to modify the waveform equalization charac- 
teristic according to the recording positions on the so 
disc. However, this known system could not respond 
to such a demand. To respond to this demand, suit- 
able reference signals must be recorded at different 
positions (e.g. at an outer recording area, an inter- 
mediate recording area, and an inner recording area 55 
of a disc), and the waveform equalization character- 
istic must be established for each recording area of 
the disc. As the reference signal is a type of finite 



length integrated signal, this known system has the 
problem that if disturbances occur because of defects 
of the record medium, it becomes difficult to preserve 
normal operation. Further, the conventional system 
has the problem that certain areas must be reserved 
on the record medium for recording the reference sig- 
nal, thus resulting in a reduction of the amount of in- 
formation recordable on the record medium. 

The present invention seeks to provide a signal 
equalizer which is able to establish a waveform equal- 
ization characteristic which is effective in time utilisa- 
tion. 

The present invention also seeks to provide a sig- 
nal equalizer which is able to determine a waveform 
equalization characteristic during a normal signal re- 
producing operation. 

Still further the present invention seeks to pro- 
vide a signal equalizer which is able to endure some 
disturbances, i.e. defects, in the record medium. 

Further the present invention seeks to provide a 
signal equalizer which is able to carry out an im- 
proved waveform equalization over a whole record 
area to make good use of the record medium. 

A signal equalizer according to one aspect of the 
present invention comprises a discriminator for dis- 
criminating average measurement levels at plural fre- 
quencies of a digital data sequence, an error operat- 
ing unit for finding the ratio or difference between an 
equalizing target average level, which corresponds to 
the plural frequencies, that has been found in ad- 
vance and an average level obtained by the discrim- 
inator and a controller for controlling an equalizing 
characteristic of the equalizer based on the error in- 
formation obtained by the error operating unit. 

The signal equalizer of the above aspect of the in- 
vention employs an average recording frequency 
spectrum unconditionally determinable by a data re- 
cording modulation system as a reference spectrum. 
Thus it does not require the recording or use of a ref- 
erence signal as in the described known equalizer. 
So, even in a normal signal reproducing operation, 
the average spectrum of the output signal may be au- 
tomatically equalized to come close to the target 
spectrum (or a supervisor spectrum) which has been 
established based on the reference spectrum and the 
reproduction limits characteristic. 

For a better understanding of the present inven- 
tion and many of the attendant advantages thereof, 
reference will now be made by way of example to the 
accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a diagram showing a waveform equal- 
izing apparatus known to the applicant; 
FIGURE 2A is a diagram showing one embodi- 
ment of a signal equalizer according to the pres- 
ent invention; 

FIGURES 2B to 2D are diagrams showing de- 
tailed constructions of the units 22, 23 and 24 of 
FIGURE 2A; 
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FIGURE 3A is an eye pattern diagram of signal 
prior to equalization in the equalizer 22 of FIG- 
URE 2A, for explaining the operation of the equal- 
izer according to the present invention; 
FIGURE 3B is a graph showing a power spectrum 
characteristic of signal prior to equalization, for 
explaining the operation of the equalizer accord- 
ing to the present invention; 
FIGURE 4 is a diagram showing exemplary tap 
coefficients, for explaining the operation of the 
equalizer according to the present invention; 
FIGURE 5A is an eye pattern diagram of signal 
after equalization in the equalizer 22 in FIGURE 
2A, for explaining the operation of the equalizer 
according to the present invention; 
FIGURE 5B is a graph showing a power spectrum 
characteristic after the equalization, for explain- 
ing the operation of the equalizer according to the 
present invention; 

FIGURE 6A is a block diagram showing another 

embodiment of a signal equalizer according to 

the present invention: and 

FIGURE 6B shows a detailed construction of the 

determining signal generator 54 of FIGURE 6A. 

The present invention will be described in detail 
with reference to the FIGURES 2A through 6B. 

Referring now to FIGURES 2A to 2D, a first em- 
bodiment of a signal equalizer according to the pres- 
ent invention will be described in detail. In FIGURE 
2A, an input terminal 21 receives a reproduced signal 
(or a digital data sequence) reproduced from record 
medium (not shown) such as an optical disc. This re- 
produced signal is applied to an equalizer 22 and a 
determining signal generator 23. The equalizer 22 
equalizes the waveform of the input reproduced sig- 
nal, and feeds the equalized signal to an output ter- 
minal 25. 

The equalizer 22 is constructed as shown in FIG- 
URE 2B. In FIGURE 2B, the signal on an input termi- 
nal 22a is delayed by a period of one sample (i.e., a 
time period oft) in passing through each of n delay 
units TO through Tn-1 connected in series, wherein n 
is an even number. Further n+1 multiplier coefficient 
registers KO through Kn are connected to the input 
terminals and output terminals of the delay units TO 
through Tn-1, respectively. The outputs of the coeffi- 
cient registers KO through Kn are sequentially added 
with the input signal 22a by adders AO through An-1 
and then the output of the adder An-1 is fed to the out- 
put terminal 22b. Here, if the coefficients of coeffi- 
cient registers KO through kn are controlled by control 
signals for equalization, the waveform equalization 
characteristic will be adjusted. The control signals for 
equalization are provided from a logic controller 24 
which will be described later. 

The determining signal generator 23 is construct- 
ed as shown in FIGURE 2C. In FIGURE 2C the repro- 
duced signal on the input terminal 21 of FIGURE 2A 
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is supplied to a sampling unit 32 via an input terminal 
31 of the generator 23. The sampling unit 32 samples 
the input reproduced signal every time period (t) of 
the delay line tap coefficients, and supplies the sam- 

5 pled signal to a fast Fourier transform (FFT) unit 33. 
Thus a power spectrum of the sampled signal is ob- 
tained as a result of the FFT operation of the unit 33. 
This power spectrum information is input to a power 
averaging unit 34. The information of each frequency 

10 is averaged for preset times of executior so as to re- 
suit in an average power spectrum B. Further a de- 
termining signal generator 23 has a target table unit 

36. Particular data of the power spectrum for the re- 
cording data sequence power spectrum have been 

15 previously generated and recorded as a target spec- 
trum AP in reference to a reproduction limit character- 
istic. 

The average power spectrum B and the target 
spectrum AP corresponding to the average power 

20 spectrum B are input to a divider 35. Thus data C 
which represents a ratio between the average power 
spectrum B on every frequency and the target power 
spectrum AP is generated from the divider 35 and fed 
to an output terminal 37. The logic controller 24 re- 

25 ceives the output data C through the output terminal 

37. The logic controller 24 includes an inverse fast 
Fourier transform (IFFT) unit 41 , as shown in FIGURE 
2D, which performs an IFFT operation on the data C. 
The result of the IFFT operation is then output as pre- 

30 scribed tap coefficients for the equalizer 22. 

According to the above construction the tap coef- 
ficients for the equalizer 22 are controlled so that the 
average power spectrum B and the target power 
spectrum AP have a predetermined relation there- 

35 between. 

FIGURE 3A shows an eye pattern of pre-equali- 
zation data sequence, while FIGURE 3B shows a 
characteristic diagram of the average power spec- 
trum B obtained by sampling the data sequence at a 

40 sampling frequency fch, and then carrying out the fast 
Fourier transform operation at 2048 points of the fre- 
quency spectrum. 

The target power spectrum AP corresponding to 
the average power spectrum B is stored in the target 

45 table unit 36. FIGURE 4 shows the tap coefficients 
obtained for the equalizer 22, by calculating the data 
C which represents the ratio of the target power spec- 
trum AP and corresponding average power spectrum 
B, and by performing the inverse fast Fourier trans- 

50 form operation for the data C. 

FIGURE 5A shows the eye pattern of the data se- 
quence after a waveform equalization by 15 (n = 14) 
tap coefficients. FIGURE 5B shows a characteristic 
diagram of an average power spectrum obtained by 

55 sampling the data sequence by sampling frequency 
fch, and then carrying out the fast Fourier transform 
operation at 2048 points of the frequency spectrum. 
This power spectrum was confirmed to be almost 
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equal to the target power spectrum (i.e.. the supervi- 
sor power spectrum) AP. 

The present invention is not limited to the em- 
bodiment as mentioned above. For instance, the 
number of points for the FFT operation or the IFFT op- 5 
eration can be reduced lower than 2048 points, with- 
out causing significant problems. FIGURE 6A shows 
a block diagram of a signal equalizer according to a 
second embodiment of the present invention. FIG- 
URE 6B shows a detailed construction of the deter- 10 
mining signal generator 54 of FIGURE 6A. 

In FIGURE 6Aan input terminal 51 receives a re- 
produced signal. This reproduced signal is applied to 
an equalizer 52, and wherein the waveform of the in- 
put reproduced signal is equalized. is 

The equalized signal is not only fed to an output 
terminal 53, but also applied to a determining signal 
generator 54. The equalizer 52, constructed similar to 
the equalizer 22 of the first embodiment, is supplied 
with a control signal for equalization from a logic con- 20 
troller 55. 

The determining signal generator 54 is construct- 
ed as shown in FIGURE 6B. The determining signal 
generator 54 having the construction shown in FIG- 
URE 6B generates totally (N-1) pieces of signals 25 
which are comprised of the input signal, and multi- 
plied signals of the input signal with the sinewave sig- 
nals or square wave signals of N pieces of frequen- 
cies (where N ^ 2). The determining signal generator 
54 then supplies the (N-1) pieces of signals to a com- 30 
mon narrow bandwidth low pass filter (LPF) 65 by 
changing the signals sequentially. Then the output of 
the LPF 65 is supplied to and detected by a compar- 
ator 66 for obtaining the spectrum data B at the DC 
component and around the N pieces of frequencies. 35 

When showing an example of N = 2, the output of 
the equalizer 52 is introduced to an input terminal 61 
of the generator 54 as illustrated in detail in FIGURE 
6B. The input equalized signal on the input terminal 
61 is fed to terminals a, c of a switch 64 after being 40 
multiplied with sinewave signals or square wave sig- 
nals of different frequencies, respectively, at multipli- 
ers 62, 63. While another terminal b of the switch 64 
is directly applied with the input equalized signal. In 
the multiplier 62 the input equalized signal is multi- 45 
plied with a frequency f1 , while in the multiplier 63 a 
frequency f2 is multiplied withthe input equalized sig- 
nal. A certain signal selected by the switch 64 is 
smoothed in the LPF 65 and then applied to a com- 
parator 66 as a measured power spectrum B after be- 50 
ing smoothed by the LPF 65. 

This system is further provided with a target table 
unit 67. This target table unit 67 stores data of the tar- 
get spectrum AP which corresponds to each signal on 
the input terminals a, b, c of the switch 64, and sup- 55 
plies the spectrum data to the comparator 66. The tar- 
get spectrum AP is defined by adding a reproduction 
limits characteristic on a power spectrum of a record- 



ed data sequence intrinsic to the recording modula- 
tion system the same as the above embodiment. 

The comparator 66 outputs an error signal C be- 
tween the target spectrum AP and a measured spec- 
trum B which corresponds to the target spectrum AP, 
and supplies the error signal C to the logic controller 
55. Then the logic controller 55 controls the tap coef- 
ficient of the equalizer 52 based on the error signal C. 
According to this operation the error signal C can be 
gradually converged to zero. As a repetition algorithm 
in this step, a least square algorithm which is conven- 
tionally used for an automatic equalization may be 
employed. 

The second embodiment as mentioned above 
can produce the same effect as the first embod iment. 
Thoug h the f irst and second embodiments have been 
explained as apparatus in which the target table units 
36, 67 are originally included and predetermined, it 
may be beneficial to have flexibility by making the 
oontents of the table changeable from the outside. 
This allows for different target characteristic depend- 
ing on the recorded contents of the reproduced sig- 
nal, as circumstances require. 

According to this modification, if a new recording 
system of an optical disc or of a magnetic disc is de- 
veloped, this equalization system can be applied to 
the new recording system. Also, it can be adapted to 
correspond to reproduced signals from a disc in which 
the characteristics of the recording data itself has de- 
teriorated. 

Further, when the table memory has sufficient 
capacity it may change read-out modes by making va- 
rious characteristics simplified. 

According to the present invention as described 
above, it is not necessary to record a reference signal 
as a record medium, differently from the known wa- 
veform equalization systems. Also, it is not necessary 
to search for recorded reference signals. 

Furthermore, time is not needed to reproduce re- 
corded signals for extracting the reference signal 
therefrom. Also, the present invention will be efficient 
in time utilisation because a waveform equalization 
system may be in motion automatically during repro- 
duction. Also a waveform equalization characteristic 
can obtain the most suitable waveform in compliance 
with a recording position on a disc by being controlled 
automatically to the best characteristic anytime until 
a reproducing operation for one disc is terminated. 
Additionally it can use a record medium area effec- 
tively and can contribute to an increase in recorded 
density of information since recording of a reference 
signal is not required. Also controlled operation of wa- 
veform equalization can be obtained everytime so 
that, even if there are disturbances due to crosstalk 
or defects of the record medium, usual operation can 
soon be taken. 

As described above, the present invention can 
provide an extremely advantageous signal equalizer. 
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That is, the present invention can establish a wa- 
veform equalization characteristic which is time effi- 
cient by arranging a waveform equalization character- 
istic whilst performing normal signal reproduction. It 
can also tolerate disturbances, carry out good wave- 5 
form equalization all over, and also can make effec- 
tive use of recorded medium. 

While there have been illustrated and described 
what are at present considered to be preferred em- 
bodiments of the present invention, it will be under- 10 
stood by those skilled in the art that various changes 
and modifications may be made, and equivalents 
may be substituted for elements thereof without de- 
parting from the true scope of the present invention. 
In addition, many modifications may be made to 15 
adapt a particular situation or material to the teaching 
of the present invention without departing from the 
central scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended that 
the present invention not be limited to the particular 
embodiment disclosed as the best mode contemplat- 20 
ed for carrying out the present invention, but that the 
present invention includes all embodiments falling 
within the scope of the appended claims. 

The foregoing description and the drawings are 
regarded by the applicant as including a variety of in- 25 
dividually inventive concepts, some of which may lie 
partially or wholly outside the scope of some or all of 
the following claims. The fact that the applicant has 
chosen at the time of filing of the present application 
to restrict the claimed scope of protection in accor- 30 
dance with the following claims is not to be taken as 
a disclaimer of alternative inventive concepts that are 
included in the contents of the application and could 
be defined by claims differing in scope from the fol- 
lowing claims, which different claims may be adopted 35 
subsequently during prosecution, for example, for the 
purposes of a divisional application. 



Claims 40 



1 . A signal equalizer for equalizing a waveform of a 
digital data sequence, characterised in that the 
equalizer comprises: 

means (32-34;62-65) for determining 
average measurement levels at plural frequen- 
cies of the digital data sequence; 

error operating means (35,36;66,67) for 
finding the ratio or difference between an equal- 
izing target average level, which corresponds to 
the plural frequencies, that has been found in ad- 
vance and an average level obtained by the de- 
termining means; and 

controller means (24,55) for controlling an 
equalizing characteristic of the equalizer based 
on the error information obtained by the error op- 
erating means. 



2. A signal equalizer a waveform of a digital data se- 
quence, characterised in that the equalizer com- 
prises: 

input means (51) for receiving the digital 
data sequence; 

means (32-34) for discriminating average 
measurement levels at plural frequencies of the 
digital data sequence from the input means; 

error operating means (35,36) for finding 
the ratio or difference between an equalizing tar- 
get average level, which corresponds to the plural 
frequencies, that has been found in advance and 
an average level obtained by the discriminating 
means; and 

controller means (24) for controlling an 
equalizing characteristic of the equalizer based 
on the error information obtained by the error op- 
erating means. 

3. A signal equalizer for equalizing a waveform of a 
digital data sequence, characterised in that the 
equalizer comprises: 

output means (53) for outputting the digital 
data sequence: 

means (62-65) for discriminating average 
measurement levels at plural frequencies of the 
digital data sequence from the output means; 

error operating means (66,67) for finding 
the ratio or difference between an equalizing tar- 
get average level, which correspond, to the plural 
frequencies, that has been found in advance and 
an average level obtained by the discriminating 
means; and 

controller means (55) for controlling an 
equalizing characteristic of the equalizer based 
on the error information obtained by the error op- 
erating means. 

4. A signal equalizer as claimed in any preceding 
claim, wherein the digital data sequence is a nor- 
mal reproduced signal which does not have a 
specified training signal for con trolling the equal- 
izing characteristic. 

45 5. A signal equalizer as claimed in any preceding 
claim, wherein the equalizing target average level 
is a table in which data has been preset. 

6. A signal equalizer as claimed in claim 5 preceding 
50 claim, wherein the present data of the table are 

changeable with different data from outside. 

7. A signal equalizer according to claim 1 or 2 or any 
of claims 4 to 6 appended to claim 1 or 2, wherein 

55 the determining means (23) includes a fast Four- 

ier Transfer unit (33) for analysing a sample of 
said digital data sequence to obtain a power 
spectrum, thereof and means (34) for averaging 
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the power spectrum at a plurality of frequencies 
corresponding to the plural frequencies of the 
equalizing target level. 

8. A signal equalizer according to claim 3 or any of 5 
claims 4 to 6 appended to claim 3 wherein the de- 
termining means (54) includes means (61 to 63) 
for multiplying the digital data sequence sequen- 
tially with a plurality of frequencies, a narrow 
band low pass filter (65) and means (64) for feed- 10 
ing the separately multiplied signals sequentially 
through said low pass filter (65) to produce a 
power spectrum averaged at a plurality of fre- 
quencies corresponding to the plural frequencies 
of the equalizing target level. 1 5 
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